RECON STRUCTION

with a variety of arguments. In its essentials it
is seen to be in line with what he had proposed
for Louisiana and the other subjugated states.
There was pardon for those who honestly re-
pented, but there must be also emancipation for
the slaves.

The President's message was received by Con-
gress  with great  enthusiasm.  His secretaries
John G. Nicolay and John Hay wrote:  The
Executive Mansion was filled all day by a rush
of Congressmen, congratulating the President
and assuring him of their support in his wise
and  humane  policy.  The conservatives  and
radicals vied with each other in claiming that
the message represented their own views of the
crisis. . . . For a moment the most prejudiced
Democrats found little to say against the mes-
sage; they called it "very ingenious and cunning,
admirably calculated to deceive." One represen-
tative, Francis W. Kellogg of Michigan, went
shouting about the lobby of the House: "The
President is the only man. There is none like
him in the world. He sees more widely and more
clearly than any of us/' Horace Greeley said the
message was "devilish good." Owen Lovejoy, the
leading Abolitionist of the Western States, said:
"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him that brought good tidings. I shall live to
see slavery ended in America."' 4Men acted as
though the Millennium had come/ John Hay
wrote in his diary. And this enthusiastic accept-
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